VISUAL ARTS POLICY

Rationale:

This policy was formulated to provide for creative and aesthetic experiences through exploring, investigating, designing and making in a range of media.  

It promotes observation and ways of seeing that help the child to acquire sensitivity to the visual, spatial and tactile world and aesthetic experience. We believe it channels the child’s natural curiosity for educational ends and can facilitate learning in all areas of the curriculum.

Its purpose is to give an overall picture of visual arts in St.Patrick’s National School and to provide a frame work within which teachers plan their act. This policy is within the order to inform teachers, parents, board of management, inspector and others who work with students in classes in St. Patrick’s (S.N.A’s, learning support teacher)
Vision Statement:

In line with our school ethics and aims for St. Patrick’s N.S. ( see code of behaviour policy); WE as a staff believe that visual arts play a role in implementing these goals.

Our aims therefore are to have:

1. A greater balance between process and product.

2. A broad and balanced curriculum.

3. Art allied to looking at and responding to art.

Aims:

1. To develop a greater balance between processes and product.

2. To develop a broad and balanced curriculum.

3. To develop art allied to looking at and responding to art.

Drawing

Children in all classes in our school will be given the opportunities to

· Explore and experiment with age appropriate drawing materials and tools.

· Work with drawing tools on a range of surfaces-draw on lots of things with different drawing tools.

· Make drawing based on their own experiences- own lives.

· Make drawings based on their own observations- things they see.

· Make drawings based on their imaginations.

· Talk about and write about their own imaginations.

· Talk about and write about their own drawings and those of their own peers (other children).

· Look at and respond to drawings by other artists.

· Develop concepts of the elements of art through engaging with drawing activities. 
Paint and Colour

Children in all classes in our school will be given opportunities to

· Explore and experiment with a range of age appropriate paint and colour materials.

· Work with these materials on a range of surfaces.

· Use paint and colour to depict their own experiences.

· Use paint and colour to record their observations.

· Use paint and colour to represent their own imaginings.

· Talk about their own work and the work of the other children in paint and colour.

· Look at and respond to how artists work in paint and colour.

·  Develop concepts of the elements of art through engaging with paint and colour materials.

Print using printing ink:

In every class in our school children will be provided with opportunities to

· Explore and experiment with a variety of printing tools and materials. T.G. P85.

· Exploring the variety of age appropriate printmaking techniques as outlined in the Revised Primary Curriculum 1999. T.G. P.86.
· Use these print-making techniques to represent their experiences, observations and imagination.
· Look at and respond to their own print making efforts, to print in everyday use, to print in the environment and to prints created by artists.

· Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with paint making materials.

Clay (natural clay and new clay)

In every class in our school children will be provided with opportunities to

· Experiment with clay and clay tools.

· Experience learning about age appropriate pottery techniques as outlined in the Revised Primary Curriculum 1999.

· Use clay/ pottery techniques as a medium for representing their experiences, observations and imagination.

· Explore a variety of other materials such as play dough and bulk mache to develop their concept of form.
· Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with clay.

· Look at and talk about their own work and the work of other children.

· Look at and respond to pottery and ceramics.

Constructions- design what you are going to make, make a list of what to get and who will get what.

In every class in our school children will be provided with opportunities to

· Explore and experiment with a wide range of construction materials.

· Play with construction games and toys 

· Make imaginative structures to represent their experiences, observations and imagination.

· Make artwork in two dimensional construction
· Look at and respond to their own constructions  and to group constructions
· Look at and respond to natural and built constructions and to sculpture

· Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with construction materials
Fabric and Fibre ribbons, white cotton, knitting wool, felt.

In every class on our school children will be provided with opportunities to
· Explore and experiment with a variety of fabric and fibres

· Change the surface of fabrics

· Create new fabrics

· Construct with fabric and fibre

· Use fabrics and fibres to represent their own experiences, observations and imagination

· Look at and respond to their own fabrics and fibres, to the work of other children and to artists work in fabric and fibres.

· Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with fabrics and fibres.
1. Children with different needs
As far as possible children with special needs will work with main class     pupils and will not be withdrawn from class during art time.

2. Opportunities for linkage and integration
Classroom planning will be done in the lines of themes. There is an understanding that teachers are to integrate visual arts with other subjects when opportunities arise.

English oral language

-
Look and respond
Maths



-
Shape and space

Music



-
Interpreting (in paint and colour)

Stories, mood, concept, occasions portrayed in sound

History

-
Drawing characters from a story. 






Constructing models eg. dolmens
Science



-
Light and colour

Irish/English


-
Interpreting (in clay masks), 

 





characters from stories
Drawings



-
Every subject area

3. Time
A minimum of one hour per week is spent on art.  The use of discretionary time will be allocated at the teacher’s discretion.

4. Display
All children’s work will be displayed as much as possible, throughout the year in the child’s classroom, in corridors and on the internet.  During the book fair art work is displayed in the corridors.  At Christmas a piece of work from each child is displayed in the hall for the carol service/ Christmas play.  We take part annually in art competitions for Community games, panto and Riverbank Arts Centre, where some of the children’s artwork is displayed.  We maintain links with the parish and some art work from the school is displayed at the racecourse on Parish Race Day.

We also complete art pieces for Bishop’s Medal and Seachtaine na Gaeilge
5. Evaluation
Evaluate:  Each individual teacher evaluates a programme by examining what pupils are doing under stated aims.  Teacher will access the progress of pupils on informed teacher observations.  Observations will be made while children are making and responding to art.

Observations – Teacher to teacher

                         Parent teacher meetings



       Report Cards

6. Materials and Tools
Materials stored in classrooms – some tools in central storge;art cupboard.
7. Community Links
Each year we participate in Artist for a day.
St. Patrick’s maintain and believe in strong community links in the implementation of Visual Arts in the school. Each year we participate in Artist for a day, when an artist visits the school and provides workshops.
Visit to Riverbank Art Centre to view different displays by local artists from time to time.
Review:
This policy will be reviewed on a yearly regular basis or at any time when it is seen necessary.

It was ratified on:

