History

Whole School Plan

St. Patrick’s N.S.

	· Title: Whole School Plan for SESE History – St. Patrick’s N.S



	· Introductory Statement and Rationale

Introductory Statement 

We aim through this plan, drawn up in accordance with the history curriculum, to set out our approaches to the teaching and learning of history .It will form the basis for teachers long and short term planning. It will also inform new and temporary teachers of the approaches and methodologies used in our school. The plan was reviewed in the year 2010 after a process of consultation within the staff. All teachers were involved.
(a) Rationale

We recognise History as an integral element of Social, Environmental and Scientific education. We hope that historical education in our school will enable the child to investigate and examine critically significant events in their own immediate past, the past of their families and local communities and the histories of people in Ireland and other parts of the world. We view History as having a distinct but complementary role together with Geography and Science within SESE and as a contributor to the wider child centred curriculum.


	· Vision and Aims

(a) Vision: Refer to schools own vision statement

It is the ethos of our school to enable each and every child to reach his/ her full potential. We hope to create opportunities for children to experience a rounded historical education that is not exclusively focused on learning content but allows children to develop the skills needed to work as historians. By this we hope children will understand more fully the world in which they live. It is our vision that history in our school will enable children to understand the present by exploring the past before they begin to look towards the future.

    (b) Aims 

We endorse the aims of the SESE History curriculum as outlined on Page 12 of the SESE History Curriculum Statement.

· To develop an interest in and curiosity about the past.
· To make the child aware of the lives of women, men and children in the past and how people and events had an impact on each other.
· To develop an understanding of the concepts of change and continuity.
· To provide for the acquisition of concepts and skills associated with sequence, time and chronology, appropriate to the developmental stages of the child.
· To allow the child to encounter and use a range of historical evidence systematically and critically.
· To provide opportunities for the child to communicate historical findings and interpretations in a variety of ways.
· To foster sensitivity to the impact of conservation and change within local and wider environments.
· To help the child recognise and examine the influences of the past on the attitudes and behaviour of people today.
· To encourage children to recognise how past and present actions, events and materials may become historically significant.
· To foster a willingness to explore personal attitudes and values and to promote an openness to the possibility of changing one’s own point of view.
· To enable the child to acquire a balanced appreciation of cultural and historical inheritances from local, national and global contexts
· To develop age appropriate trails using our historical audit.
· To build up a collection of artefacts.
· To gather old photographs of our local area.
Specific Short term aims:

1. Display age appropriate timelines in each classroom

2. Review audit for local history
3. Review list of resources & start compiling new resources to support classroom planning especially in local studies
4. Access resources in the local library
                                        

	· Curriculum Planning

1. Strands and Strand Units

Each teacher is familiar with the strands, strand units and content objectives for his/ her relevant class level. Classes from Junior/ Senior Infants to First /Second class will work very closely. At these levels history will be delivered through integrated themes in the context of the other SESE subjects as much as possible as well as through integration with the SPHE curriculum and other curricular areas, therefore making the learning experience more holistic and meaningful for the child. 

Infants: Pg 19 -20 Curriculum

- We are aware that the content in history for the infant classes is confined to two strands 

· Myself and my family

· Story

 Each of these strands will be covered. 

                                      ----------------------------------------------

1st/ 2nd: pg 27 – 31 Curriculum
We understand that the three strands that comprise the content of the History Curriculum at this level must be covered:

· Myself and my Family

· Change and Continuity

· Story  
We endorse the emphasis this curriculum places on the exploration of personal and family history at this level and are conscious of the sensitivities some aspects of these topics will require.

                                            ---------------------------------------------

3rd/4th: Page 42-50 Curriculum

 We are familiar with the Strands that comprise the curriculum for Third/Fourth classes.

· Local studies

· Story

· Early People and ancient studies.

· Life, society, work and culture in the past.

· Continuity and change over time.

See Strand unit selection in Appendix                                                       

5th/6th class:

We are aware of the Strands that comprise the History Curriculum for Fifth/ Sixth classes:

· Local studies

· Story

· Early people and ancient societies

· Life, society, work and culture in the past

· Continuity and change over time

· Eras of change and conflict

· Politics, conflict and society

See Strand unit selection in Appendix                                                       

We are aware of the requirements of the ‘menu curriculum’ as outlined in the Curriculum Statement regarding the number of Strand Units from each Strand that must be covered in each school year. Teachers from 3rd-6th have consulted and chosen the correct number of Strand Units.
From the strand entitled ‘Story’, teachers will select stories that will link in with the strand units chosen above.

In choosing the Strand Units for 3rd to 6th classes, we are conscious of the spiral approach recommended in this curriculum, in which some aspects of the past may be explored in increasing detail at a number of levels.

We recognise that the curriculum recommends that in each year one strand unit in local History and one strand unit in national or world history is studied in more depth over a longer period and this has been taken on board in the development of our yearly plans from 3rd to 6th classes.

We understand that a strict adherence to a chronological treatment of Strand Units is not recommended. We are aware that the development of children’s chronological understanding can be fostered through the use of timelines, and will consider using timelines at all levels.

                                        

	2. Skills ands Concepts Development.

As outlined in our vision we hope to create opportunities for children to experience a rounded historical education that is not exclusively focused on learning content but allows children to develop the skills needed to work as historians.  Each teacher is aware that the curriculum provides for the development of a growing range of these skills and concepts. 
Infants: Page 18 Curriculum

 We are aware that the skills and concepts developed by the children as they work as historians are:

· Time and Chronology

· Using Evidence

· Communication

At Infant level strategies we will use to develop the child’s skills to work as a young historian will include:

· Sequencing activities- Ordering objects/pictures; sequencing of artefacts from own personal past: sequencing of elements in a story etc. 

· Use of simple timelines

· Using simple evidence: artefacts from own personal past: clothes, toys, birthday cards etc; photographs from own personal past. 

· Allowing children opportunities to communicate an awareness of stories about the past in a variety of ways: listening to and retelling stories, drama, art work, ICT.

                        ------------------------------------------------------------------------

1st / 2nd: Page 26 Curriculum

We are aware that the skills and concepts developed by the children as they work as historians are:
· Time and Chronology

· Change and Continuity

· Cause and Effect

· Using Evidence

· Synthesis and Communication

· Empathy

Strategies we will use to develop the child’s ability to work as a young historian at this level will include:

· Sequencing activities: placing objects or pictures in historical sequence

· Exploring instances of change and continuity in personal life, family and immediate local environment: looking at features which have changed or remained unchanged

· Through examining the actions of a character in a story discuss the reasons for change and the effects of change.

· Use of simple historical evidence: photographs, objects, memories of older people, buildings, stories and songs.

· Allowing children opportunities to communicate an awareness of stories, people and events from the past in a variety of ways: writing, drama, ICT etc.

                                  ---------------------------------------------------------------

Third/Fourth Class: Page 40 Curriculum

We are aware that the skills and concepts developed by the children as they work as historians are:
· Time and chronology

· Change and continuity

· Cause and Effect

· Using evidence

· Synthesis and communication

· Empathy

 Strategies we will use to develop the child’s abilities to work as a young historian at this level will include:

· Using timelines for children to record information about people and events

· Examining and using a wider range of historical evidence: photographs, pictures, objects, memories of older people, buildings, stories, songs, written sources, films, other media, ICT.

· Encouraging children to ask questions about a piece of evidence

· Enabling children to summarise information in and make deductions from a single source of evidence

· Providing opportunities for children to use evidence and imagination to reconstruct elements of the past and communicate this understanding in a variety of ways.

                                     -----------------------------------------------------

Fifth/ Sixth class: Page 60 Curriculum

We are aware that the skills and concepts developed by the children as they work as historians are:
· Time and chronology

· Change and continuity

· Cause and Effect

· Using evidence

· Synthesis and communication

· Empathy

Strategies we will use to develop children’s skills to work as young historians will include:

· Use of timelines 

· Enable children to use words, phrases and conventions associated with the recording of dates and time, such as BC, AD, Stone Age, early Christian Ireland etc

· Allow children to examine and use critically a wide range of historical evidence

· Enable children to develop some skills in the location and selection of evidence

· Encourage children to ask questions about a piece of evidence

· Encourage children to compare accounts of a person or event from two different sources

· Encourage children to use imagination and evidence to reconstruct the past in a variety of ways: oral language, drama, writing, artwork, modelling, other media, ICT.

A note on Time and Chronology:

The use of timelines will play a major role in the development of chronological understanding and will be used at all class levels in an age appropriate way.

· Infants-Picture sequences using the language of time.

· Middle classes-timelines that relate to personal history with photographs and artefacts along with the language of time.

· Senior classes-timelines of distant periods and key dates.



	3. Approaches and Methodologies

We plan to use the key methodologies of the primary school curriculum in the teaching of History.

· Active learning

· Use of the environment

· Talk and discussion

· Cooperative learning

· Problem solving

· Developing skills through content

In addition we will use a variety of the methodologies outlined as particularly suited to History:

· Story (pgs 65-71, Teacher Guidelines TG)                     

· Personal and family history (pgs 72 - 75 ,TG)
· Using Artefacts  (pgs 81-86, TG)  

· Drama and role play (pgs 109 – 113, TG) 
· Using pictures and photographs (pgs 87 – 98, TG) 
· Documentary evidence (pgs 104-108,TG) – Children from 3rd-6th record important events of the week in a hard back copy which is stored at the end of the year in the class library. A folder is created for each child and a piece of their work is included from infants to 6th class and presented to them on leaving the school. See Appendix.
· Use of ICT (pg114, TG) 
· Oral evidence (pgs 77-80, TG)
· Use of the environment  (pgs 99-103,TG)
Local features and trails in the school community that can be used as a resource (See Appendix)

We have prioritised the following methodologies for development over the next year:

· Oral Evidence

· Use of the environment


	4. Linkage and Integration 

· Linkage:

 Teachers will explore possibilities for linkage, especially when choosing stories, across the History curriculum and will consider and note such opportunities in their classroom planning. 
       Integration:

Teachers will look for opportunities to integrate elements from the History, Science and Geography curricula. We have a list of suggested integrated themes in the Appendix and teachers may refer to this when planning integrated themes of work.

We also acknowledge the scope that exists to integrate history with other subject areas.

· Oral Language – Discussion of historical events and use of story with emphasis on language of Time.

· Literacy – Reading and writing of stories, myths, legends and records.

· Mathematics – Use of timelines

· Visual Arts – Analysis of paintings as evidence, work of famous artists and aesthetic changes in the environment over time.

· Drama – Role-play, Hot seating Activities.

· SPHE – Myself and My Family.



	5. Multi-Grade Teaching

The use of an integrated approach within SESE and the broader curriculum will facilitate blocks of time to be utilised in an efficient way and will particularly useful to our multi class situations. In our multi-class combinations we have outlined a two-year cycle.

6. Assessment

We recognise that assessment techniques used in history must seek to assess progress in 

a) Children’s knowledge of the past

b) Children’s ability to use historical skills

c) Children’s development of attitudes

The assessment tools we will use will range from the informal means to the more structured approaches. Teachers may refer to pages 115-119 in the Teacher Guidelines
Methods we will use are:

· Teacher observation of the child’s learning as the history curriculum is being implemented. Refer to Curriculum book/pg 115-119 TG
· Teacher designed tasks and tests at the end of units of work.

· Work samples e.g. finished projects and artefact investigations.

· Pupil self assessment
Any records will inform the teacher of the progress of the child, the effectiveness of teaching methodologies employed and will also inform future planning. The assessment records will form the basis for reporting and discussing the child’s progress. This information will be relayed at Parent Teacher Meetings and in annual school reports.



	7. Children with Different Needs 

We do our best to ensure that all children have the opportunity to experience a rounded historical education.

In order to do this we will consider:

· Using a mixture of whole class teaching and focused group work

· Planning topics so that opportunities are provided for further investigation work for the more able or less able

· Choosing more accessible or more demanding evidence

· A range of questions spanning from simple recall to the more complex and analytical

· Planning for the use of a wide range of communication skills. (Drawing, ICT, written and oral accounts, photographs and models.)

· Provide opportunities for co-operative learning

· The exceptional child will be encouraged to undertake additional research and record their findings
· Content, methods of recording and desired learning outcomes will be differentiated for children with general/mild/moderate learning difficulties. 

Teachers may consult the ‘NCCA Guidelines for Teachers of Students with General Learning Disabilities’ and the NCCA Guidelines for teaching Exceptionally Able Students.



	8. Equality of Participation and Access

· Equal opportunity will be given to boys and girls to experience all strands and to participate in all class activities.

· Children whose first language is not English will be supported in accessing the History curriculum also.

· Our studies will include one from local, national or international places

· Our History classes will place an emphasis on the lives of ordinary women, men and children of the past as is recommended in the curriculum.

· We will consider in our teaching of History the contribution made by women in the past as well as men.

· At all class levels we include the lives of men, women and children from different social, cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds.

We will consult the Intercultural Guidelines (NCCA) for guidance here.



	· Organisational Planning

9. Timetable

The Primary School Curriculum recommends a minimum of two and quarter hours per week is devoted to SESE in infant classes and a minimum of three hours per week for classes 3rd to 6th.

One hour of this time will be spent on History.

On occasion, time will be blocked as appropriate. This might occur when:

   -Using a thematic approach

   -Working on a project

   -Exploring the local environment

Teachers will consider the use of discretionary curriculum time, which is 2 hours, for SESE when appropriate.



	10. Resources and ICT

We are currently reviewing all the resources in our school for use in history and we will source resources on an ongoing basis.

We will use textbooks as a resource in our teaching of History. Teachers may invite children to bring artefacts into class if appropriate. We will make use of the Archaeology in the Classroom and other appropriate packs to enhance the delivery of history in our school.
In relation to ICT we have a stock of software with historical focus and a list of relevant websites (See appendix) We have DVDs that can support the teaching of history (See attached list).

 History resources are stored in the storeroom, library and teacher’s classrooms.


	11. Health and Safety

(Refer to school’s Health & Safety Policy)
· Teachers will consult the principal whenever it is proposed to engage children in History activities in the environment. 
· Before use in the classroom artefacts will be examined by the teacher and checked for potential danger i.e. sharp edges. Artefacts with small parts will not be used with infants.



	12. Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting

· Teachers will consult this whole school plan and the curriculum documents for History when they are drawing up their long and short term plans.

· Each teacher will draw up a long term plan for the year. 
· Cuntas miosuil will assist in recording work covered in evaluating progress in history and in informing future teaching.

	13. Staff Development

· Teachers will have access to reference books, resource materials and websites dealing with history

· Staff will be encouraged to research and try out new approaches and methodologies

· Teachers will be encouraged to attend in service workshops and course in history. They will up skill other staff members in what they have learned at staff meetings.

· We have secured the services of PPDS to assist in the development of History.

	14. Parental Involvement

· We will encourage parents to talk to their children about their personal and family history, this will also involve sourcing family photographs, lending artefacts for display and taking children to see historic places.
· Parents and grandparents will be encouraged to come into the school to share their historical experiences with the children
· Parents from distant lands may be invited to share their heritage with the rest of the school.


	15. Community Links

· People in the local community who have an interest and knowledge in its history will be welcome to speak with the children. (e.g. past pupils: Mary Magee)

· The local library will be a source of historical knowledge for the children i.e. documentary evidence, maps.

· The work of some national agencies relates to aspects of the history programme and teachers may invite speakers from some of the national agencies e.g. Duchais, The Heritage Council, Local county council, Archaeological survey of Ireland.

· Children may be brought on visits to different places of local interest as they progress through the primary school. Trips to museums, battle sites, galleries and interpretive centres may form part of the history programme.

 

	

	· Success Criteria

We will review this whole school plan under the following headings

· Are individual teachers preparing planning and teaching according to this plan?
Are procedures in the plan being followed i.e. fieldwork, health and safety etc?

· Are we using a variety of methodologies?

· How are the children’s historical skills progressing?

· How well is historical knowledge being learned by the children?

· Are we adhering to the menu curriculum in history as outlined in this plan?

· Are we assessing our history as outlined in the plan?

· Have we acquired the resources we needed?

Ways of assessing this plan will be

· Revisiting the plan as a staff

· Results of class assessment
· Children’s feedback

· Inspectors reports and suggestions



	· Implementation

(a) Roles and Responsibilities

            The plan will be supported, developed and implemented by all staff members.

· History trails- All staff 

· Purchase, maintenance and storage of resources – Nicki Cole

· Leading the prioritised methodologies – Principal and Post holder

· ICT as a tool for teaching and learning in History. All staff

· Community links person- All staff

· Attendance at workshops- All staff
(b) Timeframe for implementation: two years beginning September 2010


	· Review

This policy was reviewed in 2010 and we aim to review this plan in September 2013
On this date we will refer to the specific aims and check that they have been completed in accordance with the agreed timeframe.

· Those involved in the review will be: 

Teachers                                                              

Principal

      BOM

      Support service

	· Ratification and Communication

This plan was ratified by the Board of Management on  19/10/2010
This plan will be communicated to all relevant parties.


Local features and trails in the school community that can be used as a resource:

- St Brigid’s Cathedral and Round Tower – Early Christian Period
- St. Brigid’s Well & Cathedral grounds – Story
- Flame in the Square (link with St. Brigid) – Story
- The Military Cemetery (near Donnelly’s Hollow) – WW1
- Local Churches – St. Patrick’s Carnalway, St. John’s Yellowbog, St. Patrick’s   

  Newbridge 
- Donnelly’s Hollow – Story
- Old Kilcullen Graveyard and High Cross – Early Christian Period
- Curragh Plains with Ratheenanairy Ring fort – Stone Age
- The Gibbet Rath – 1798
- Newbridge Heritage trail
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