St Patricks NS 
Assessment Policy

Introduction:
This policy was originally drafted in Jan/-May 2012 to ensure that our school procedures are fully informed by the NCCA publication, ‘Assessment in the Primary School: Guidelines for Schools’ (2007) and the requirements of the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategy. The policy was ratified by the Board of Management in May 2012. The policy was reviewed by the staff in November 2015 and ratified by the Board of Management in December 2015
Policy Rationale:
The core of the policy is that all children should experience success at school.  This policy endeavours to identify at the earliest possible opportunity, children who may have learning difficulties and put in place a school response to their needs.  An effective assessment policy is central to this core objective.

Relationship to School Ethos:
The mission of St Patrick’s Primary School is to create a community for learning, where pupils, parents and staff are joined in pursuit of academic excellence and personal growth in a caring environment.
We seek to develop each child’s full potential through a challenging and diversified curriculum, and a commitment to intellectual freedom. We will teach basic skills, foster creative and critical thinking and provide a foundation for life-long learning. We will nourish our pupils’ emotional and spiritual lives and guide their social development, instilling in them an appreciation of self-worth, of individual difference and of global interdependence. We will help them to learn to manage freedom and to act ethically so that each may become a responsible, contributing member of society.
An effective Assessment policy identifies early interventions that need to be put in place to ensure that enhancement, increased confidence and raised self esteem is achieved.
Aims and Objectives:
The primary aims/objectives of the policy are;

1. To facilitate improved pupil learning

2. To create a procedure for monitoring achievement
3. To track learning processes which assist the long and short term planning of teachers
4. To co-ordinate assessment procedures on a school basis involving parents and pupils in managing strengths and weaknesses
Why should children be assessed? 

Assessment is part of good teaching and learning. It provides the teacher with information to make decisions about what and how the child is learning. This information in turn enables the teacher to identify the next steps in progressing the child’s learning and adapt his/her teaching strategies and/or the learning activities, as appropriate. Using assessment information to inform teaching and learning in this way can make learning a more enjoyable and challenging experience for the child, and can contribute to a more enriching and rewarding professional experience for the teacher.

The following is a selection of the methods of assessment that are used at age appropriate levels throughout the school:
ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING

MIX OF AOL AND AFL
Assessment in Maths:

Teacher assessment:
· Correcting and commenting on children’s work; oral, aural and written

· Teacher designed tests/End of topic tests
· Standardised tests

· Traffic lights/ smiley faces
· Publishers tests to coincide with scheme being used

· Tables tests

·  beat own best performance times/ table champ/ thumbs up

· Buzz

· Mental maths

· ICT  based assessment

· Number fans/ paddles

· checklists

· Portfolio of pupils work – copies/ worksheets/ tests and or test results/ pupils own assessment folder

· Peer assessment – 2 stars one wish

· Collaborative feedback between teacher and pupil

· Questioning

· Maths trail

· Conferencing

· World Maths Day

· WALT (We Are Learning To)

· WILF (What I am Looking For)

· Portfolio:  tests and or results/classwork/ copies/ worksheets

· Feedback from parents

Pupil’ s  self-assessment:

· Thumbs up

· Smiley faces 

· Traffic lights

· Peer assessment

· Constructive feedback: 1 question/ 1 positive/ 1 suggestion

Assessment in English:

Teacher Assessment:

· Correcting and commenting on children’s work; oral, aural and written

· Teacher designed tests
· Standardised tests

· Traffic lights/ smiley faces
· Publishers tests to coincide with scheme being used

· spelling tests

· Teacher observation

· Listening

· Questioning

· ICT based assessment

· Record of pupils achieving specific concepts; always/ sometimes/ never

· Use of paddles

· Checklists

· Hot seats

· Drafting / re-drafting/ editing

· K.W.L (what you know, what you want to know and what you have learned)

· Assessment of performance in comprehensions/ cloze procedures

· Book Reports

· Debating

· Presentation of projects

· Listening to reading

· Shared reading

· Write a book competition/ handwriting competition

· Collaborative feedback between teacher and pupil

· Portfolio of pupils work – copies/ worksheets/ tests and or test results/ pupils own assessment folder Drafting/ re- drafting and editing samples

· WALT (We Are Learning To)

· WILF (What I am Looking For)

· Feedback from parents
· Guided reading
Pupil’ s  self-assessment: 

Thumbs up

· Smiley faces 

· Traffic lights

· Peer assessment: 2 :stars/ 1 wish

· Constructive feedback: 1 question/ 1 positive/ 1 suggestion

· Shared reading/ peer reading
Assessment in Gaeilge:

· Correcting and commenting on children’s work; oral, aural and written

· Spelling tests

· Oral language assessment - listening

· Drama

· Teacher deigned tests
· Publishers tests to coincide with scheme being used
· Collaborative feedback between teacher and pupil

· Portfolio of pupils work – copies/ worksheets/ tests and or test results

· WALT (We Are Learning To)

· WILF (What I am Looking For)

· Informal feedback from parents
Assessment in Art:

· Looking and responding – listen to and observe pupil’s response to own work and that of an artists.

· Artist’s chair ( 1 compliment/ 1 question/ I improvement

· Sample of pupil’s work/ photos

· Collaborative feedback between teacher and pupil

· WALT (We Are Learning To)

· WILF (What I am Looking For)

· Feedback from parents
Assessment in Music:

· Performance

· Oral language development

· Observation

· Analysis of pupils work on listening and responding

· Self-assessment/ peer assessment C/C Drama assessment

· WALT (We Are Learning To)

· WILF (What I am Looking For)

· Feedback from parents

Assessment in SESE:

· Concept maps

· Teacher observation e.g. fulfilment of experiments/ ability to record them

· Teacher questioning

· Collaborative feedback between teacher and pupil

· Refill pads  - sample of work

· K.W.L (what you know, what you want to know and what you have learned)

· Teacher designed tests

· I.T.

· Oral presentations

· Projects

· WALT (We Are Learning To)

· WILF (What I am Looking For)

· Feedback from parents
Assessment in SPHE/ RSE:

· Record of pupil’s work

· Teacher observation/ listening to responses

· Collaborative feedback between teacher and pupil

· Teacher designed tests

· WALT (We Are Learning To)

· WILF (What I am Looking For)

· Feedback from parents
Assessment in Drama:

· Participation in school plays
· Collaborative feedback between teacher and pupil

· Peer feedback/ tutoring

· Teacher observation

· Self-assessment

· WALT (We Are Learning To)

· WILF (What I am Looking For)

· Feedback from parents

Assessment in P.E.:

· Teacher Observation

· Feedback from parents and outside organisations

· Checklists

· Self- assessment

· Peer assessment

· WALT (We Are Learning To)

· WILF (What I am Looking For)
This policy is geared towards using assessment to inform planning and identify the needs of all pupils, so that adequate strategies are put in place early enough to facilitate remediation.  These strategies include pupil self assessment, pupil profiling, two way communication between parents and teachers, modification of teacher programmes and individual education plans.

Recording:

Each pupil is included in a class tracking file and a class information file which are stored in the Principal’s office. These files record standardised test results, NRIT results and any information pertinent to the particular child . A copy of these files are accessible to class teachers as the child progresses through the system. 

Report Cards:

Each class teacher completes a report card for each child in their class in June and this is posted to the parent/guardian of the child. The report card used is one of the NCCA’s recommended templates (appendix 1). Copies of all report cards are kept in the administrative office. 
Assessment is Shared with Parents:

Assessment results are reported to parents three times during each school year. November update, once during February at a formal Parent/Teacher Meeting and once in the form of a written report, at the end of the school year. Outside these formal meetings, teachers may also meet parents informally. It is school policy that all class written tests should be signed by parents; this ensures that children are showing their tests to their parents on a regular basis.
Standardised Testing:
It is school policy that the Drumcondra English and Sigma T tests are administered in every class from 1st to 6th in May/June, by the class teacher.  Standard, Sten and percentile ranking scores are recorded on the Alladin class record template; Class Tracking sheets record the results of the NRITs, Maths and English standardized tests.  The SET analyse the results in June for allocation of Learning Support to pupils in September. The Early Literacy and Jolly Phonics tests are administered in Junior Infants in May, while in the same month the Jolly Phonics and DTEL-S tests are administered in Senior Infants. Where necessary follow up meetings are held for parents led by a member of the SEN team. NRITs are administered in 1st, 3rd and 5th classes.
Diagnostic Assessment:
Such tests are administered by the Learning Support and Resource Teachers following referral by the class teachers.  The administration of such tests is in keeping with the approach recommended by Circular 02/05 where a staged approach is used by the individual class teachers before recourse to diagnostic testing /psychological assessment.  Parents are provided with test results and if a psychological assessment is warranted, parental permission is sought and a consent form is completed.  The Principal will facilitate such an assessment happening.
The diagnostic and screening tests used in the school include:
· Aston Index
· Diagnostic Reading Analysis (DRA)
· Basic Number Diagnostic Test
· New Non Reading Intelligence Test (NNRIT)

· Drumcondra Test of Early Literacy (DTEL-D)
· PM Reading Assessment

· Dyslexia Early Screening Test
· The Dyslexia Screening Test
These tests are administered individually or on a class basis.  Screening is used by the school to initiate the staged approach to intervention as per Circular 24/03 and Circular 02/05.
Psychological Assessment:
If stages 1 and 2 (Circular 24/03 and and Circular 02/05) fail to deliver adequate intervention, the class teacher/Principal will contact the parents for permission to secure a psychological assessment for their child.  An assessment will determine the subsequent level of intervention.  
Roles and Responsibilities:
Mainstream Special Education Teachers and the Principal assume shared responsibility.  It is the responsibility of the class teacher to set in train staged interventions at class level.  At Stage 2, the responsibilities are shared with the Special Education Needs Team.  The Principal assumes a primary role at Stage 3 when a Psychological Assessment may be required.  Parents have a role at all stages and the lines of communication must be always kept open.
Implementation:
This policy is effective from September 2012.

Ratification & Communication:
This policy was reviewed and ratified by the Board of Management in December 2015 and communicated to parents thereafter.

Review Timetable:
This policy will be reviewed in 2 years time and amended as necessary by means of a whole school collaborative process.

References:
Assessment in the Primary School Curriculum Guidelines for Schools NCCA

DES Circular 02/05 – 24/03

DES Learning Support Guidelines 2000
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